I had the privilege of working with Dr Marilyn
Hockenberry when she established the research scholars program at Texas Children's Hospital in the 1990s. This program was designed to teach nurses the requisite skills to independently conduct clinical research projects. The program consisted of monthly research classes (with mandatory attendance) and one-on-one mentorship with a doctorally prepared nurse. The program continues to be an overwhelming success and has educated more than 60 nurses about the research process.
In 2005, I developed a similar program, the research fellowship program in the department of nursing, modeled after Dr Hockenberry's program, at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. In the past 2 years we have educated 20 nurses regarding the research process. Emphasis is placed on conducting physiologic and psychosocial research, using qualitative and quantitative methods, and designing studies that will improve not only symptom management but also patient outcomes. At the same time, we established an evidence-based practice infrastructure within the nursing department to encourage the review of current best evidence when reviewing or developing new policies and procedures or developing standards of practice.
While developing these programs I learned that many nurses, oftentimes regardless of their educational background, are not confident in reviewing the research literature and discussing relevant findings or competent in designing a research study. Although we are fortunate to be able to offer a formal program to our nurses each year, there are many more who would like to participate. I often find myself meeting with some of them on an ad hoc basis and offering research mentorship on an individual level. In addition we have developed brief courses to assist the bedside nurse in critiquing the research literature for purposes of conducting evidence-based practice reviews.
In this issue, you will find one of what I hope are many articles we publish regarding basic research skills. The article, titled "Role of the Simple, Self-Designed Questionnaire in Nursing Research," discusses how self-designed questionnaires allow researchers to quickly, effectively, and inexpensively evaluate programs, collect pilot data, and survey accessible populations. Using a case-study approach, the author provides specific examples of survey development for pediatric hematology/oncology nurses. It is not uncommon for a nurse to develop a brief questionnaire, survey, or needs assessment only to find out after the data are collected that the information sought was not obtained, even though the respondents answered the questions. Either the design of the questions or the available answers did not provide useful information.
I invite you to share your research expertise with our readers by submitting similar types of articles for publication. Any information we can provide that includes practical application to enhance learning will be beneficial. If we truly want to promote evidencebased practice and research within the nursing profession, we must provide understandable and concise information so that pediatric hematology/oncology nurses can build a basic research skill set. Nancy E. Kline, PhD, RN, CPNP, FAAN Editor in Chief
